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becoming the brain power behind the next 
iPhone. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize the 
following outstanding young people: Omeka 
Bhatia, John Bradley, Justin Mayo, Tyrese 
Mcintosh, Andrew O’Brian, Thinh Pham- 
Hoang, David Tran, and Ana Woodsides for 
attending the Congress of Future Science and 
Technology Leaders. Additionally, Briana 
Bishop, Keah Gruduah, Andres Meza, Garrett 
Raxter, Angela Rivera, Lorenza Rojas-Gon-
zalez, Helen Viec, and Amber York have 
made northeast Georgia proud by attending 
the Congress of Future Medical Leaders. 

These talented students are carving out a 
future for STEM fields and will help lead the 
next generation of innovation in our country. I 
am honored to represent them in Congress, 
and I wish them the best as they run after 
their dreams. 
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Tony Zapata, who recently 
concluded his service as Commander of Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 4696 in 
East Los Angeles. As a representative of East 
LA in Congress, I have had the honor of get-
ting to know Tony over the years, especially in 
his capacity as the organizer of the annual 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day events at the 
Cinco Puntos intersection. 

Tony, a Vietnam veteran, comes from a 
family with deep military roots. His grandfather 
served in World War I, his father and two 
brothers served in WWII, two of his uncles 
served in Korea, and his son went to Kuwait. 
It should come as no surprise, then, that Tony 
has shown an unstinting dedication to those 
who serve and have served in our nation’s 
armed forces. 

Tony was born in Del Rio, Texas, and grad-
uated from high school in 1963. In January 
1965, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. After boot 
camp in San Diego, California, in April 1965, 
he went aboard the U.S.S. Evans (DE–1023) 
in Bremerton, Washington, as a Machinist’s 
Mate Fireman Apprentice. In August 1967, he 
was assigned to North Island Naval Air Station 
in Coronado, California, as an Airman Aviation 
Ordnance man. He was trained in Search and 
Rescue operations on NHU1 Helicopters, also 
known as Hueys. 

In November 1967, Tony was sent to Oki-
nawa, where he joined a Search and Rescue 
Unit with the 3rd Marine Division Temporary 
Attached Duty (TAD). From Okinawa, he went 
to Cubi Point in the Philippine Islands. At Cubi 
Point, he qualified with an M–60 Machine 
Gun(mounted). In January 1968, he went on 
to Da Nang, South Vietnam. After one year in 
Vietnam, he returned to North Island Naval Air 
Station, where he was Honorably Discharged 
in February 1969. He was awarded the Na-
tional Defense Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
Republic of Vietnam Service Medal, Republic 
of Vietnam Service Medal, Expeditionary 
Medal, and Meritorious Service Ribbon. 

In May 1969, Tony went to work for Trav-
elers Insurance Company as a Workman’s 
Compensation Investigator. After Travelers, he 

worked as an inspector at U.S. Can in Com-
merce, California, until his retirement in 2006. 

In 1992, Tony began to become involved 
with the VFW, and began full-time VFW in-
volvement following his retirement. In 2010, he 
was appointed Commander of VFW Post 
4696. 

Tony has shown an inspiring commitment to 
assisting veterans and their families with their 
benefits. He has also been involved with help-
ing homeless Veterans get into VA programs, 
including help with housing, education, and 
medical benefits. He has also enjoyed working 
with local elementary school students. In his 
talks with students, he has described the im-
portance of patriotism, spoken about Memorial 
Day and Veterans Day, and reminded his 
young listeners that freedom is not free. He 
has also described how they can support our 
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan by writing let-
ters and sending care packages to our serv-
icemen and women overseas. 

On May 29, 2017, Tony stepped down as 
Commander for Post 4696, but I am pleased 
to hear that he will still be involved with the 
VFW as an at large member. I hope my col-
leagues will join me in sending Tony Zapata 
our deepest gratitude for his record of service 
overseas and here at home. His defense of 
our country, and his faithful support of our vet-
erans and current servicemembers, is an in-
spiration to us all. 
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Fire Chief David Skoryi who is retiring 
after serving the Lockport Township commu-
nity for over 25 years. 

Chief Skoryi was raised in Lockport and at-
tended Taft Grade School and Lockport Town-
ship High School. He joined the Lockport 
Township Fire Protection District in 1980 as a 
firefighter and quickly rose through the ranks. 
He became a Lieutenant in 1993, Battalion 
Chief in 1998, and Assistant Chief in 2001. In 
2010, Skoryi was named Lockport Township 
Fire District Chief. 

During his time with the fire district, Chief 
Skoryi reached a number of milestones. He 
was the first Battalion Chief in the depart-
ment’s history and the first full time Training 
Officer. He also served as the Operations 
Chief, the Technical Rescue Team Leader, 
and the Swift Water Rescue Technician. Chief 
Skoryi has also overseen five fire station con-
struction projects in the district. 

Chief David Skoryi is married to Deb Skoryi 
and has three grown children, two of whom 
still live in the area. He plans to spend his re-
tirement with his wife, tending to a small farm 
the couple purchased and traveling in their 
motor home. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Chief David Skoryi for his public 
service and congratulate him on his achieve-
ments. He has spent many years protecting 
the people of Lockport and the surrounding 
areas. His dedication is greatly appreciated by 
the residents of the Third District of Illinois. I 
wish him the best in his future endeavors. 
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Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor 
of Benton Police Chief Kirk Lane’s appoint-
ment as the new Arkansas Drug Officer. His 
experience and activism truly embody what all 
states need in the fight against illegal nar-
cotics. 

Chief Lane is a graduate of the Arkansas 
Law Enforcement Training Academy and the 
FBI National Academy. 

After graduation, Chief Lane spent 20 years 
with the Pulaski County Sheriff’s Office, where 
he served as the Captain of Criminal Inves-
tigations. 

Chief Lane has gone above and beyond his 
duty in the fight against illegal narcotics by 
participating in many organizations, including 
the Arkansas Drug and Alcohol Coordinating 
Council, the Arkansas Prescription Drug Advi-
sory Board, and the Arkansas Prescription 
Drug Monitoring Board. 

As a recipient of the 2010 Benton Citizen of 
the Year Award and the 2012 Marie Interfaith 
Award, Chief Lane is recognized for his ex-
ceptional character and devotion to commu-
nity. 

I’m proud of my friend Chief Lane, who has 
proven his devotion to law and order, and he 
will be a great addition to Arkansas’s Drug En-
forcement Agency to fight against narcotics 
and reduce the crime rate. 
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Stephen Thomas 
Zamora, who proudly served the people of 
Houston, Texas, as a professor at the Univer-
sity of Houston Law Center for nearly thirty-six 
years. 

Stephen Zamora was born on June 26, 
1944, in Los Angeles, California. Steve grad-
uated from Servite High School in 1962, and 
earned a B.A. from Stanford University four 
years later. It was there where he met and 
married his wife, Lois. Together, they worked 
for the Peace Corps for two years. Afterwards, 
Steve graduated first in his class with a law 
degree from the University of California at 
Berkeley in 1972. 

After law school, in 1973, Stephen served 
as a Postgraduate Fellow at the University 
Consortium for World Order Studies in Gene-
va, Switzerland. He would then practice inter-
national law at the World Bank in Washington 
D.C. from 1974 to 1978 before settling in 
Houston, Texas. 

Mr. Zamora joined the University of Houston 
Law Center’s faculty and served as the first 
dean of Hispanic origin from 1995 to 2000. He 
also dedicated his independent research at 
the Center for U.S. and Mexican Law to Mexi-
can law and relations. For his work, he was 
awarded the highest distinction by the Mexi-
can government to a foreign national, the 
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